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JAMES SCOTT

Born in 1878, he came under the influence of Joseph Kemp, and soon proved himself to be a leader.  He was appointed a deacon in the Chapel, but resigned as a deacon in June 1906, to the deep regret of the other deacons, to take up an appointment in Slateford.  It turned out to be unsuitable, so he ‘returned to Edinburgh’ and in July 1906 resumed as a Chapel deacon.
 He was unanimously appointed as Mr Kemp’s assistant with effect from 1 November 1906, in succession to James Johnston, who was ‘Missionary of the Church’. His salary was £84 per year. The first report in the Record, 1907, p. 4 was: ‘he is proving himself worthy of the trust reposed in him by the Church’. Among his many duties, he took over leadership of the open-air meetings (when James Johnston started at College in Glasgow) and during the revival, these were held every night at the corner of Charlotte Street and Princes Street. He remained a member of the Chapel for seven years. After five years as Mr Kemp’s assistant (1907–12), he felt the need of further training – theological and practical – and so went to the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago [but, below puts this earlier; this account seems the less likely].

He returned to Scotland, to become the pastor of the New Prestwick Baptist Church, where the membership doubled during the ten years of his ministry.  Pastorates followed in Wishaw (1922–26) and Kirkintilloch (1926–31).  During that, he studied at Glasgow University, graduating M.A., and went on to research the history of the Baptists in Scotland.  He was guided by the Professor of Scottish History and Literature and gained the degree of Ph. D. with a thesis on Scottish Baptist History.

He was appointed Secretary and Superintendent of the Baptist Union of Scotland in 1931, a post that he held with devotion and distinction until his retirement in 1949. He died in February 1976, in his 99th year.

Another account

Another of the young Chapel men, deeply influenced by the revival, was unanimously appointed as assistant to the pastor when the first of them, Johnston, went to Glasgow for further training. James Scott had been a member of the Church for seven years and was already a youthful deacon, having trained for full-time service at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. [but, above puts this later; this account seems the more likely].  Since returning to Scotland, he was for some time in business, but the call of the Church was to him the call of God, and he laid aside his business calling to take up the work of Missionary. He started in November 1906 he served during the years of most rapid expansion and lasting blessing. He was an indefatigable worker in the Chapel and was the assistant for seven of the remaining ten years of Mr. Kemp's ministry in the Chapel (1906–1912). Subsequently gaining his M.A. and Ph.D. from Glasgow University, while pastor at New Prestwick, he continued his ministry later in life as secretary of the Baptist Union of Scotland.

Annual Report for 1907

‘… the multifarious work of our missionary assistant, Mr James Scott, who quietly and efficiently discharges the duty of second officer, and acceptably takes his place on the bridge when the captain's duties call him into other waters.’ (Record 1908, p. 48)

Pastor's Assistant – Only those who intimately know our work can estimate the splendid service rendered by Mr. Scott.  It is a pleasure to meet with him. He is always the same - humble, helpful, and hopeful - ready to do anything for anybody at any time, and for any length of time if it be to further the cause of the Master and the Church he loves so well.  Assuredly no one next to the Pastor would be more greatly missed if he left us.  At our Business Meeting last Thursday, Mr. Scott gave a most interesting report which he called ‘Five years of Soul Winning.’(Annual report for 1911, in Record 1912, p. 54). Article by him, ‘Five years of Soul Winning’, in Record 1912, pp. 55–6, reviewing Joseph Kemp’s ministry.

Annual Report for 1912, in Record 1913, p. 37.

As you are aware, we had to surrender Mr. James Scott, our former Assistant, to New Prestwick Baptist Church, on his receiving a unanimous call from that congregation.  It was a great blow to all of us, for never had a congregation a better Assistant, and never had its members a truer or more helpful friend.  But our regrets are nearly all forgotten in the intelligence we have received from time to time of the happy and successful ministry which has already characterised his settlement in the west.

Mr. Scott was succeeded by Mr. Archibald Jack, one of our own young men, and it surely says a great deal for his personal worth, for his gifts and for his graces, that he has taken up and carried on Mr. Scott's work with such acceptance and with such success.

Now know as ‘Missionary Assistant’. Call to New Prestwick Baptist Church, started 29 June 1912 – details and appreciation – (Deacons’ Minute, 6 June 1912, Record 1912, pp. 97, 112–13 (full account of induction at p. 113)). Early ministry there – Record 1912, p. 147/

One of three speakers at Anniversary Social, Monday 10 February 1913 (Record 1913, pp. 19 and 33). First return visit to Chapel since went to New Prestwick – Record 1913, p. 33.

Good report (Record 1913, p. 162)

New Prestwick, July 1919, much better, splendid congregations, conversions, (Record, 1919, p. 111.)

Wishaw Baptist Church, 1922; M.A., 1923; Kirkintilloch Baptist Church, 1927; Ph. D. and biography, 1927; preached several times in Chapel. (Record, 1922, pp. 72, 74; 1923, p. 66; 1925, p. 102; 1926, p. 29; 1927, p. 182; 1928, pp. 21, 24; 1932, p. 173.)

Preached in the Chapel in the summer of 1949, (Record, 1949, pp. 49, 155.)

Photograph in the Centenary Brochure at p. 16 and also in the 1912 Record.

�  Deacons’ Minutes, 4 June and 2 July 1906.





